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—_— — — — > — Vite 
Percipit humanos odium, lucifque videnda, 
Ut fibi confcifcant merenti pettore lethum. 
LucretT. 


es? H E laft feffions deprived us of the only fur- 
@ viving member of a Society, which (during 
sake its fhort exiftence) was equal both in princi- 
Ba, ples and practice to the Mobocks and Hell 
MS Fire Club of tremendous memory. This 
Society was compofed of a few broken gamefters and def- 
perate young rakes, who threw the fmall remains of their 
bankrupt fortunes into one common ftock, and thence affu- 
med the name of the Laft Guinea Club. A fhort life anda 
merry one was their favourite maxim ; and they determined, 
when their finances fhould be quite exhaufted, to die as they 
had lived, like gentlemen. Some of their members had the 
good luck to get a reprieve by a good run at cards, and others 
by {napping up a rich heirefs or a dowager ; while the rett; | 
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who were not cut off in the natural way by duels or the gallows, 
very refolutely made their gusetus with laudanum or the piftol. 
The laft that remained of this Society had very calmly pre- 
pared for his own execution : he had cocked his piftol, de- 
liberately placed the muzzle of it to his temple, and was juft 
going to pull the trigger, when he bethought himfelf that 
he could employ it to better purpofe on Hounflow Heath. 
This brave man, however, had but a very fhort refpite, and 
was obliged to fuffer the ignominy of going out of the world 
in the vulgar -way by a halter. 


THE enemies of play will perhaps confider thofe gentlemen, 
who boldly ftake their whole fortunes at the gaming-table, 
in the fame view with thefe defperadoes ; and they may even 
go fo far as to regard the polite and honourable affembly at 
White’s as a kind of Laft Guinea Club, Nothing, they will 
fay, is fo flu€tuating as the property of a gamefter, who 
(when luck runs againft him) throws away whole acres at 
every caft of the dice, and whofe houfes are as unfure a pof- 
fefhon, asif they were built with cards. Many, indeed, 
have been reduced to their laft guinea at this genteel gaming- 
houfe : but the moft inveterate enemies to White's mutt allow 
that it is but now and then, that a gamefter of quality, who 
looks upon it as a tofs-up whether there is another world, takes 


his chance, and difpatches himfelf, when the odds are againft 
him in this. ; 


But however free the gentlemen of Wbite’s may be 
from any imputation of this kind, it muft be confeffed that 
Suicide begins to prevail fo generally, that it is the moft 
gallant exploit, by which our modern heroes chufe to 
fignalize themfelves ; and in. this, indeed, they behave with 
uncommon prowefs, From the days of Plato down to 
thefe a Suicide has always been compared to a foldier on 
guard deferting his poft; but I fhould rather confider a fet 
of thefe defperate men, who rufh on certain death, as a 
body of troops fent out on the Forlorn Hope. They meet 
every face of death, however horrible, with the utmoft 
refolution : fome blow their brains ,out with a piftol ; fome 
expire 
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expire like Socrates, by poifons; fome fall, like Gato, on 
the point of their own {words ; and others who have lived 
like Nero, affect to die like Seneca, and bleed to death. 
The moft exalted geniuffes I ever remember to. have heard 
of, were a party of reduced gamefters, who bravely refolved 
to pledge each other in a bowl of laudanum. I was alfo 
lately informed of a gentleman, who went among his ufual 
companions at the gaming-table the day before he made 
away with himfelf, and coolly queftioned them, which 
they thought the eafieft and gentecleft method of going out 
of the world: for there is as much differénce between a 
mean perfon and a man of quality in their manfer of de- 
ftroying themfelves, as in their manner of living. The poor 
f{neaking wretch, ftarving in a gartet, tucks himéfelf up in 
his lift garters; a fecond, croft in love, drowns himéfelf, 
like a blind puppy, in Rofamond’s Pond ; anda third cuts 
his throat with his own razor. But the man of fafhion al- 
moft always dies by a piftol; and even the cobler of any 
fpirit goes off by a dofe or two extraordinary of gin. 


Bur this falfe fpirit of courage, however noble it may 
appear to the defperate and abandoned, in reality amounts to 
no more than the refolution of the highwayman, who fhoots 
himfelf with his own piftol,, when he finds it impoffible to 
avoid being taken. ll poffible means therefore fhould be 
devifed to extirpate fuch abfurd bravery, and to make it 
appear every way horrible, odious, contemptible, and ridi- 
culous. From reading the public prints a foreigner might 
be naturally led to imagine, that we are the moft lunatic 
people in the whole world. Almoft every day informs us, 
that the coroner’s inqueft has fat on the body of fome. mife- 
rable Suicide, and brought in their verdict Lunacy ; but it is 
very well known that the inquiry has not been made into 
the flate of mind of the deceafed, but into his fortune and 
family. The law has indeed provided, that the deliberate 
Self-Murderer fhould be treated like a brute, and denied the 
rites of burial; but among hundreds of /unatics by purchafe, 
I never knew this fentence executed but on one poor cobler 
who hanged himfelf in his own ftall, A pennylefs poor dog 
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who has not left enough to defray the funeral charges, may 
perhaps be excluded the church-yard ; but Self-murder by 
a piftol genteely mounted, or the Paris-hilted {word qualifies 
the polite owner for a fudden death, and entitles him toa pom- 
pous burial, and a monument fetting forth his virtues in 
Weftminfter Abbey. Every man in his fober fenfes muft with 
that the moft fevere laws that could poffibly be contrived 
were enacted againft Suicides, This fhocking bravado never 
did (andI am confident never will) prevail among the mor, 
delicate and tender fex in our own nation: tho’ hiftory in- 
forms us that the Roman Ladies were once fo infatuated as to 
throw off the foftnefs of their nature, and commit violence on 
themfelves, ’till their madnefs was curbed by expofing their 
naked bodies in the public ftreets. This, Ithink, would afford 


a hint for fixing the like marks of ignominy on our Male- 
Suicides, and I-would have every lower wretch of this fort 


dragged at the cart’s tail, and afterwards be hung in chains 
at his own door, or have his quarters put up 2” terrorem in 
the moft public places asa rebel to his Maker. But that the 
Suicide of quality might be treated with more refpeét, he 
fhould be indulged in having his wounded corpfe and fhat- 
tered brains lay (as it were) in ftate for fome days, of which 
dreadful fpectacle we may conceive the horror from the fol- 
lowing picture drawn by Dryden, 


The SLAYER OF HIMSELF foo faw I there: 

The gore congealed was clotted in his hair: 

With eyes half-clofed, and mouth wide ope be lay, 

And grim, as when he breathed bis fullen foul away. 
DryDEn’s FABLES. 


Tue common murderer has his fkeleton preferved at Sur- 
geon’s Hall in order to deter others from being guilty of his 
crimes ; and I think it would not be improper to have a 
charnel-houfe fet apart to receive the bones of thefe more 
unnatural Self-Murderers, in which monuments fhould be 
erected giving an account of their deaths, and adorned with 
the glorious enfigns of their rafhnefs, the rope, the knife, 
the fword or the piftol. 


THE 
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Tue caufe of thefe frequent Self-murders among us has 
been generally imputed to the peculiar temperature of ‘our 
climate. Thus a dull day is looked upon as a natural order 
of execution, and Engh/hmen mutt neceffarily fhoot, hang, 
and drown themfelves in November, That our fpirits are in 
fome meafure influenced by the air cannot be denied, but we 
are not fuch meer Barometers as to be driven to defpair and 
death by the {mall degree of glcom that our winter brings 
with it. If we have not fo much funfhine as fome countries 
in the world, we have infinitely more than many others, and 
I do not hear that men difpatch themfelves by dozens in 
Rufia ot Sweden, or that they are unable to keep up their 
fpirits even in the total darknefs of Greenland. ur climate 
exempts us from many difeafes to which other more fouthern 
nations are naturally fubje&t, and I can never be perfuaded 
that being born near the North-pole is a phyfical caufe for 
Self-Murder. 


Desratr indeed is the natural caufe of thefe thocking 
actions ; but this is commonly defpair brought on by wilful 
extravagance and debauchery. Thefe firft involve men in 
difficulties, and then death at once delivers them of their 
lives and their cares. For my part, when I fee a’ young 
profligate wantonly fquandering his fortune in bagnios or at 
the gaming table, I cannot help looking on him as haftening 
his own death, and in a manner digging his own grave. 
As he is at.lafi induced to kill himfelf by motives arifing 
from his vices, I confider him as dying of fome difeafe 
which thofe vices naturally produce. If his.extravagance has 
been chiefly in luxurious eating and drinking, 1 imagine 
him poifoned by his wines, or furfeited by a favourite dith ; 
and if he has thrown away ‘his eltate in bawdy houfes, I 
conclude him deftroyed by rottennefs and filthy difeafes. 


ANOTHER principal caufe of the frequency of Suicide is 
the noble {pirit of Freethinking which has diffufed itfelt 
among all ranks of people. The libertine of fafhion has too 
refined a tafte to trouble himfelf at all about a foul or an 
hereafter : but the vulgar infidel is at wonderful pains to get 
sl rid 
































300 The CONNOISSEUR, No. 50. 


rid of his bible, and labours to perfuade himfelf out of his 
religion. For this purpofe he attends conftantly at the dif- 
putant focieties, where he hears a great deal about free will, 
free agency, and predeftination, ’till at length he is convinced 
that man is at liberty to do as he pleafes, lays his misfortunes 
to the charge of providence, and comforts himfelf that he 
was inevitably deftined to be tyed up in his own garters. The 
courage of thefe heroes proceeds from the fame principles 
whether they fall by their own hands, or thofe of ‘fack Ketch: 
The Suicide of whatever rank looks death in the face with-_ 
out fhrinking ; as the gallant rogue affects an eafy unconcern 
under Tysurn, throws away the pfalm-book, bids the cart 
drive off with an oath, and fwings like a gentleman. 


Ir this madnefs fhould continue to grow more and more 
epidemical, it will be expedient to have a Bill of Suicide, 
diftiné from the common bill of mortality, brought in yearly, 
in which fhould be fet down the number of Suicides, their 
methods of deftroying themfelves, and the likely caufes of 
their doing fo, Inthis, I believe, we fhould find but few 
martyrs to the weather, but their deaths would commonly 
be imputed to defpair, produced by fome caufes fimilar to 
the following.. In the little fketch ofa Bill of Suicide under- 
neath, I have left blanks for the date of the year, as well as 
for the number of Self-Murderers, their manner of dying, 
&c. which would naturally be filled up by the proper perfons 
if ever this fcheme fhould be put in execution. 





Bill of Suicive for the Year 




















Of Newmarket Races —— -——J|OfFortune Hunting — —— 
Of Kept Miftrefles —— —— —— |} Ofa Tour thro’ France and Italy — 
Of Eleétioneering Of Lord Bolinbroke —. 
Of Lotteries Of the Robin Hood Society —— 
OfFrenchClaret,FrenchLace,French | Of an Equipage 

Cooks, and French Difeafe — Ofa Dog-Kennel -——- —— 
Of Wuire’s. —  — | Of Covent Garden 
Of Chinefe Temples, &c. —— | Of Plays, Operas, Concerts, Maf- 
Of a Country Seat — —— ——: uerades, Routes, Drums, . &c. 
Of a Town Houfe — ——- ~— | Of Keeping the Beft Company 
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